Such Devoted Sisters

Luke 10:38-42
John 11:1-7, 17-44
John 12:1-8

Such Devoted
Sisters

Week

DAY 1

JESUS COMES TO DINNER

ARE YOU A MARY OR A MARTHA?

The story of these sisters who hosted Jesus for dinner is so familiar that you probably need no
further context to understand the meaning of this question. They are often stereotyped as
opposites—Martha the doer, Mary the thinker. Yet, pigeonholing these women as one-
dimensional characters based on a single incident may do them a disservice. Jesus was cleatly
very close to this family, and the Gospels include two additional encounters between Jesus and
the sisters. Through this week’s study you may begin to think a little more broadly about both
of these women, and you will see how much Jesus valued the intellect of the women who
followed him.

Bible Reading: Luke 10:38-42

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THESE WOMEN AND THEIR SITUATION FROM THIS PASSAGE? DO
THEY APPEAR TO BE MARRIEDS WHO OWNS THE HOMEZ HOW OLD DO YOU THINK THEY ARE?

FROM WHAT YOU KNOW ABOUT THE CULTURE OF THE TIME, WHAT MIGHT YOU INFER ABOUT
WHY THEY WERE UNMARRIED AND HOW THEY WERE VIEWED BY THEIR COMMUNITY?2
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WHICH SISTER WAS BEHAVING MORE TYPICALLY FOR A WOMAN IN FIRST-CENTURY PALESTINE?
WHAT WAS MARY DOING THAT JESUS ENCOURAGED2 WAS IT TYPICAL BEHAVIOR FOR A
WOMAN?2

How DID JESUS TALK TO MARTHA ABOUT HER CONFUSED PRIORITIESS DID HE BELITTLE OR
CONDEMN HER?2

HOW DO YOU THINK MARY FELT AFTER THIS INTERACTION?2

How DO YOU THINK MARTHA FELT?

HOW DO YOU THINK THESE SISTERS SAW JESUS?2
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Prayer Time

Reflect with God about how you can behave more like a disciple of Jesus and less like a woman
of this world.
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DAY 2

DEALING WITH DEATH

Bible Reading: John 11:1-7, 17-44

IN JOHN 11:5, WHAT IS THE ORDER IN WHICH THE THREE PEOPLE JESUS LOVED ARE NAMED?

HOW DO YOU THINK MARY AND MARTHA WERE FEELING ABOUT JESUS WHEN HE ARRIVED AFTER
THEIR BROTHER WAS DEADZ CAN YOU IMAGINE EITHER OF THEM WAS THINKING, “OH, WELL, IT’S
ALL GOOD. JESUS WILL JUST COME AND BRING LAZARUS BACK TO LIFE WHEN HE FINALLY
ARRIVES"'?

WHO FIRST RAN OUT TO MEET JESUS AND WHO STAYED BACK AT THE HOUSE?2
DOES THAT SURPRISE YOU2? WHY OR WHY NOT?2

DOES MARTHA’S CONVERSATION WITH JESUS SURPRISE YOU CONSIDERING THEIR PREVIOUS
ENCOUNTER? WHY DID JESUS HAVE THIS LENGTHY CONVERSATION WITH MARTHA?2

WHAT EVIDENCE DO YOU SEE FROM THIS CONVERSATION THAT JESUS THOUGHT WHAT MARTHA
BELIEVED ABOUT HIM WAS IMPORTANT?

HOW DID MARTHA ARTICULATE A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF WHO JESUS WAS IN THIS
CONVERSATION?

COMPARE MARTHA’S CONFESSION OF JESUS IN JOHN 11:27 WITH PETER’S CONFESSION IN
MATTHEW 16:16-17. CAN YOU THINK OF ANYTHING SIGNIFICANT OR SURPRISING ABOUT
MARTHA’S STATEMENT HERE?
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MARTHA’S CONFESSION PETER’S CONFESSION

WHY IS MARTHA AND NOT MARY HAVING THIS CONVERSATION WITH JESUS?

(Maybe in the interim since the infamous dinner episode Martha had spent a little time at
Jesus’s feet herselfl)

WHAT WERE THE FIRST WORDS BOTH MARY AND MARTHA SAID TO JESUS WHEN THEY SAW HIM,
AND WHAT TONE OF VOICE DO YOU HEAR IN THIS STATEMENT?

CONTRAST JESUS’S RESPONSE TO MARTHA’S FIRST WORDS (V. 21) WITH HIS RESPONSE TO
MARY’S FIRST WORDS (V. 32). HOW DO YOU ACCOUNT FOR THE DIFFERENCE?

HOW DO YOU THINK JESUS FELT ABOUT THESE WOMEN BEING UPSET WITH HIM?

How DID MARY AND MARTHA SEE JESUS AT THE END OF THIS DAY?
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Prayer Time

Has Jesus ever disappointed you (that is, failed to answer a fervent prayer the way you
wanted)? Talk with him about that today and get it off your chest.
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DAY 3

Such Devoted Sisters

JESUS COMES TO DINNER AGAIN

Bible Reading: John 12:1-8 (Also possibly Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:1-9)

WHO WAS SERVING DINNER ON THIS OCCASION2
WAS THAT A BAD THING?

WHAT DO YOU THINK MARY KNEW (OR FELT) THAT LED HER TO POUR A “YEAR’S WORTH OF

WAGES” (SEE NIV) ON JESUS’S FEET (AND/OR HEAD,
DEPENDING ON WHICH PASSAGE YOU READ)?

CONTRAST THE RESPONSE OF JESUS TO THE
RESPONSE OF THE OTHERS PRESENT AT THE DINNER.

WHAT DID JESUS SAY ABOUT MARY, AND WHY DID
HE ACCEPT HER GIFT SO GRACIOUSLY?2

Two times in the Gospels, we are told about a
person who gave a financially sacrificial gift. Those
people were Mary (about whom you just read) and
the poor widow (about whom you read in Week 6
of this study guide). You also read in Week 4 about
women who supported Jesus financially from their
own means.

Four Accounts of Jesus
Anointed with Perfume

Although the accounts of a« woman pouring
perfume on Jesus in Matthew and Mark
are similar to each other, they differ
markedly from the account in John.

What differences did you notice?

Even though Mary was not named in the
Matthew and Mark passages, do you think
these accounts describe the same event as
in John 12? Why or why not?

In next week’s study, you’ll read a fourth
account of a woman weeping and pouring
perfume on Jesus. This encounter is placed
much earlier in Jesus’s ministry, however,
and the conversation takes a very
different course. When you read this
account next week, see if you agree that
this account likely describes a different
woman than Mary, the sister of Martha.
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WHAT COMPELS A WOMAN TO GIVE SACRIFICIALLY?

WHAT DOES IT SAY ABOUT GOD THAT HE GIVES THIS SPECIAL HONOR IN THE GOSPELS TO
WOMENZ2
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Prayer Time

Meditate with God about how your material gifts to him are a reflection of your love.
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DAy 4

BRINGING IT HOME

HOW WOULD YOU SUMMARIZE THE RELATIONSHIP JESUS HAD WITH MARY AND MARTHA?

HOW DO YOU SEE JESUS THROUGH THESE THREE INTERACTIONS WITH MARY AND MARTHA?

A Woman Like Me

Somewhere in these three accounts of Jesus, Mary, and Martha, we can probably all find
ourselves.

Be careful about stereotyping Martha merely because of one afternoon’s moment of
frustration. .4/ of us are busy doing too much, whether it’s cooking and cleaning or raising
children or succeeding in our careers or serving others in our church and community. We get
overwhelmed sometimes and frustrated and feel like we’re all alone in the important task we’re
doing.

WHEN HAVE YOU ASKED GOD TO PLEASE SEND YOU SOME HELP FOR ALL THE WORK YOU HAVE
TO DO?

There have been times for @/ of us when Jesus could say, “You are worried and upset about
many things.” If we could hear him speak in those moments, maybe we would understand that
what he wants most is for us to stop and remember that “only one thing is needed” — sitting at
the feet of the Master Teacher and learning from his words of life.

IN YOUR BUSY LIFE, WHAT DO YOU NEED TO STOP DOING, SO THAT YOU CAN SIT AT THE FEET OF
JESUS AND JUST LISTEN FOR A WHILE?

Jesus wants to engage your mind and your heart, not just benefit from your service. Women
tend to be nurturers and caretakers. We could work 24/7 caring for our families and churches
and schools and communities. However, that’s not what God asks of us. Don’t be fooled into
thinking that because you are a worker and a servant you are excused from studying scripture
and engaging your intellect in understanding God. As a matter of fact, your service will always
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be more productive if it is informed and compelled by your understanding of God. Jesus
wanted Martha to listen to him, and he also wanted to know what she believed about him. He
valued her thoughts and beliefs, and she holds a special place of honor in scripture because she
understood that he was the Messiah (“Christ”) and the Son of God — long before many of the
male disciples did.

IF YOU HAVE EVER FELT THAT KNOWING THE BIBLE WELL IS LESS IMPORTANT BECAUSE YOU ARE A
WOMAN OR BECAUSE YOU DO SO MUCH SERVICE FOR GOD, HOW MIGHT YOU BEGIN TO BETTER
ENGAGE YOUR INTELLECT IN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD?

Becoming More Like Jesus

Isn’t it beautiful seeing this side of Jesus as primarily a friend to the Lazarus-Mary-Martha
family? Their home must have been a refuge for him, where he could go and relax and let his
guard down. Mary and Martha’s relationship with Jesus had to be a complex one, though, with
feelings of sisterly affection for the human side of him who was their friend evolving into awe
and reverence for the divine side of him who was their Lord.

WHAT CHARACTERISTICS OF JESUS DO YOU SEE IN THESE STORIES THAT YOU SHOULD TRY TO
ADOPT IN YOUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER PEOPLE?
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Prayer Time

Ask God to help you discern between what is important in your schedule and what you need
to let go of so you can spend more time listening to him.
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DAY 5

Here are some additional applications from the Mary and Martha stories to consider:

DESCRIBE A TIME WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN DISAPPOINTED IN GOD WHEN HE DIDN'T SEEM TO COME
THROUGH WITH THE ANSWER TO PRAYER YOU WERE DESPERATELY HOPING FOR. (HAS SOMEONE
YOU LOVE EVER SUFFERED OR DIED DESPITE YOUR FERVENT PRAYERS?)

God doesn’t always rescue his people from pain and disappointment. Actually, most of the
time, he doesn’t. It’s perfectly all right to take that disappointment to God, however. (For ex-
ample, “Lord, my little one could have been saved if you had done something. I don’t under-
stand why you didn’t.”) Mary and Martha both felt this way when their brother died, and they
let Jesus know in a way that reflected both their faith and their frustration. The problem is that
if you don’t ever express that disappointment to God, resentment against him may begin to
grow in your heart. Too many people have turned away from God because tragedy struck and
they felt he was not listening to their prayers.

Have an honest conversation with God. He’s big enough to hear your questioning and still love
you. Although you will not likely get the same kind of physical miracle Mary and Martha wit-
nessed, God will help work you through your pain and disappointment with gentleness and
compassion. He is a God who brings “a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair” (Isaiah 61:3).

WRITE ABOUT A TIME IN YOUR LIFE WHEN JESUS MIGHT HAVE SAID TO YOU THE GENTLE WORDS
HE HAD FOR MARTHA, “DIDN’T | TELL YOU THAT IF YOU BELIEVED YOU WOULD SEE THE GLORY OF
Gob?”

Have you ever been so appreciative of what Jesus has done for you or for someone you love
that you were compelled to give him an extravagantly expensive gift? Mary did, and she didn’t
care what anyone else had to say about it. (Admittedly, she didn’t have a husband who needed
to agree with her in advance about the expenditure.) When we read passages in the Bible about
giving, we often make a lot of excuses about why they don’t really mean exactly what they say
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or why they don’t apply to us. Clearly, though, giving sacrificially to God is a means by which
we demonstrate both to ourselves and to him what is truly important to us.

“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21)

WHERE IS YOUR FINANCIAL TREASURE INVESTED (THE BANK, THE STOCK MARKET, YOUR HOUSE,
YOUR CAR, YOUR KIDS’ SPORTS AND HOBBIES, PHILANTHROPIC CAUSES, THE CHURCH)?

HOW DOES THE WAY YOU SPEND YOUR TIME, MONEY, AND ENERGY REFLECT YOUR HEART?

WHAT POSSESSION OR TALENT/SKILL WOULD YOU CONSIDER GIVING TO GOD OUT OF YOUR
LOVE AND GRATITUDE?

Visit The Gentle Savior blog online at http://thegentlesavior.com to read additional discus-
sions about Mary’s extravagant gift to Jesus.
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Prayer Time

Ask God to see his glory, even in those moments when you least expect it.
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